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Affiliated Organizations 
 National Garden Clubs, Inc.—Central Region 

 Federated Garden Clubs of Missouri, Inc.—Central District 

 Missouri Prairie Foundation 

 Missouri Botanical Garden 

History 
 Organized: June 1973 

 Federated: August 1973 

 Club Flower: Bittersweet 

Current Membership 
 Eighty-one (81) 

Meeting Schedule 
 Meets Monthly 

 Third Thursday 

 6:00 p.m. Social 

 6:30 p.m. Program followed 
by Business Meeting 

 (unless otherwise noted) 

History of Bittersweet 

A merican bittersweet (Celastrus scandens L.) is a twining, 
woody vine that scrambles over low vegetation or trails 
along the ground. It can climb 20 feet. This strong, hearty, 

and enduring plant is exactly the type of foundation needed for our 
club. 
 The dark green leaves of the Bittersweet are oval, finely 
toothed, smooth and two to four inches long. Clusters of small 
yellowish-green flowers bloom in May or June and can often be 
spotted along banks of streams or in moist thickets. 

 Fruit of the Bittersweet is a dull orange, ball-shaped capsule that 
splits open in September, exposing the bright scarlet, fleshy-coated 
seeds. The fruit is eaten by several species of birds and other wildlife. 

 Bittersweet depicts our club: A strong organization dedicated to 
the conservation of our streams and the protection of our wildlife. 

Jefferson City 

2024 

Federated Garden Clubs of Missouri 
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Club Objectives 
The objectives of this club shall be: To study the basic art of 
gardening; to promote interest in and knowledge of horticulture, 
gardening and civic beautification; to encourage conservation of 
our natural resources; and to cooperate with other clubs and 
agencies, which have interest in horticulture and conservation.  

Conservation Pledge 
 I pledge to protect and conserve the natural resources of the 
planet Earth and promise to promote education so we may 
become caretakers of our air, water, forests, land, and wildlife. 

Fundraising 
 The proceeds of the annual fundraiser aid in funding our 
community initiatives as well as the club’s many other projects 
and operations. 

 

 
 
 

Meeting Order of Business 

A. Call to Order 
B. Program 
C. Opening Exercises 
D. Approval of Minutes 
E. Financial Statement 
F. Bills 
G. Correspondence 

H. Reports of Officers, Board, and 
Standing Committees 

I. Reports of Special Committees 
J. Unfinished Business 
K. New Business 
L. Announcements 
M. Adjournment 

Community Initiatives 
• Scholarships for high school students majoring in horticulture, 

agriculture, environmental science, ecology, natural resources, 
or other related fields 

• Garden Therapy workshops within our senior living 
communities promoting physical and mental well-being among 
seniors, fostering a sense of community and purpose 

• K-12 Teacher Grants providing funding and resources for 
innovative teaching methods in horticulture, agriculture, 
environmental science, ecology, and natural resources 

• Civic Beautification within our community with a focus on the 
Jefferson City Parks system including maintenance of the 
Memorial Park entrance garden and annual tree planting 

• Youth Poetry Contests for K-9 students—fostering 
appreciation for horticulture, pollinators, and environmental 
science 
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23RD ANNUAL B ITTERSWEET GARDEN TOUR 
June 25, 2023 

CHAIRS: SHIRLEY GASSEN · ALICE LONGFELLOW · JENNIFER URICH 

After joining Bittersweet in 2014, Linda’s health soon prevented her from 
participating in activities and she lost her battle with cancer on March 17, 
2017. Those who knew Linda well, knew her to be a hard-working, fun-loving, 
and compassionate person who gave generously of her time and talents to a 
variety of organizations all throughout her life. Though Linda was new to 
Bittersweet and many of us were still just getting to know her, it’s certain 
that our garden club would have been richer with her continued presence. 

On the one-year anniversary of her passing, we honored Cheryl Eichelberger, 
a long-time Bittersweet Garden Club member, at Memorial Park with a 
ceremony dedicating a spinning sculpture to her memory. Contributions made 
to Bittersweet in Cheryl’s honor were used to commission the stainless-steel 
spinner, which is installed at the park’s entrance in a beautiful flower garden 
and near the sound of children's laughter...both so dear to her heart. The 
beautiful and whimsical spinner is an ever-present and ever-moving reminder 
of Cheryl’s fun-loving nature and boundless energy.  August 11, 2017 

Team: Linda Bledsoe · Jeannine Brickey · Rosie 
Chruma · Shelley Chruma · Barb Crader 

 Alice Hansen · Millie Jones · Stacy Landwehr 
Rosella Reinkemeyer · Niki Schulte · Grace Tipton 
Sue Tipton · Claire West 

 

 ·  ·  · 
 ·  ·  · 

 ·  · 
 ·  · 

 ·  · 
 ·  · 

 ·  · 
 ·  · 

 · 

Team: Sharon Burnett · Rita Christgen · Rita Esterly 
 Naydene Quisling · Kristi Rhoads · Pat Roberts 
 Linda Samson · Judy Schneider · Sheila Scott 
 Sue Scott · Susan Stork · Donna Weiss 

Team: Carol Bowdoin · Lee Bunch · Jeanette de la 
Torre · Sherry Fitzpatrick · Cathy Hall 

 Thalia Irvin · Jacki Johnson · Nancy Kaiser 
 Kathy Kolb · Tracy Leonberger · Sonya Ross 
 Evelyn Samson · Judy Schepers · Marsha Wilson 
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JANUARY  
 

JANUARY 13 (Saturday) 

Can You Come Out and Play? 
Join your Bittersweet buddies on a chilly day in January for some fun 
and fellowship. Games sharpen our minds and lift our spirits. Food 
and beverages?? Of course!!  

JANUARY 18 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Barb Miltenberger 
Co-Hosts: Cass Bates, Heather Brown, April Burger, Rita Christgen, 
Shirley Gassen, Ginni Griffen, Thalia Irvin, Kathy Kolb, Chris Krautmann, 
Sharon Pennington, Marcia Reed, Judy Schneider, Jenelle 
Schwieterman, Tina Spillers, Marge Talken, Grace Tipton, Sue Tipton, 
Jennifer Urich, Donna Weiss, Cris West  

Program: “Balance in the Garden” 

Presenter: Jennifer Urich 
As gardeners, we frequently walk on uneven ground, step around and 
over obstacles and get up from the ground. Jennifer is a Bittersweet 
member with many years of gardening experience. She will demonstrate 
simple, safe exercises to improve balance and prevent falls.   

Installation of 2024 Officers: Carolyn Oates, Central District Director 

GAME DAY—JANUARY 2023 
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FEBRUARY 8 (Thursday) 

Gilligan’s Island, the Musical · Capital City Productions 
Ahoy! Join your Bittersweet garden friends, and the skipper 
for a three-hour tour aboard the USS Minnow. The ship will hold 
32 people, so let’s fill it. Ship sets sail February 8, 2024. Boarding begins 
at 6 pm with dinner being served at 6:30. Cast and crew join us at 7:30. 
Feel free to bring snacks and your own libations in case we get 
shipwrecked! 

FEBRUARY 15 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Jeannine Brickey 
Co-Hosts:  Heather Brown, April Burger, Marilyn Curtit, Shirley 
Gassen, Ginni Griffen, Cathy Hall, Brenda Hancock, Kathy Kolb, Chris 
Krautmann, Linda Oligschlaeger, Sharon Pennington, Marcia 
Reed, Rosella Reinkemeyer, Sonya Ross, Tina Spillers, Susan Stork, 
 Grace Tipton, Sue Tipton, Jennifer Urich, Donna Weiss 

Program: “Water-Wise Native Gardening” 

Presenter: Carol Davit  
Because plants native to Missouri are naturally adapted to diverse 
growing conditions, there are native plants perfect for both dry and 
wet areas of your yard or property. In this presentation by Carol Davit, 
Executive Director of the Missouri Prairie Foundation, learn about 
native plants that are drought-resistant, and also about natives that 
can help you manage stormwater on your property and protect local 
streams at the same time.  

FEBRUARY 

ESCAPE TO MARGARITAVILLE—FEBRUARY 2023 
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MARCH 

MARCH 14-15 (Thursday & Friday) 

St. Joseph, Missouri 
Enjoy the rich history of St. Joseph, “where the west officially started 
getting wild.” We will visit 19th century Wyeth Tootle Mansion, the 
Patee House and Jesse James Home along with the Pony Express 
Museum. Day two takes us to the Glore Psychiatric Museum, the Native 
American Galleries, the Black Archives Museum, and the Albrecht 
Museum of Art. After lunch we will do some shopping at Jamie’s Secret 
Garden and on our way home we will stop at Cockrell Mercantile. 

MARCH 21 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Gail Cummins 
Co-Hosts: Linda Block, Debbie Boyce, Barbara Brennaman, Jeannine 
Brickey, Sharon Burnett, Barb Crader, Shirley Gassen, Alice Hansen, 
 Merrilee Holzhauser, Jacki Johnson, Kathy Kolb, Chris Krautmann, 
 Marcia Reed, Linda Samson, Judy Schneider, Jeanne Schwaller, Jenelle 
Schwieterman, Sheila Scott, Jennifer Urich, Marsha Wilson 

Program: “Deadheading and Controlling the Bullies for Beautiful 
Gardens and Containers” 

Presenter: Shirley Gassen  
Shirley Gassen, Bittersweet member, will employ a PowerPoint 
presentation to illustrate how to deadhead and groom popular plants 
to enhance their performance and appearance. She will also present 
approaches for grooming container plants to control the "bullies," so 
that less robust plants can still shine. 

BRUNCH & BLOOMS—MARCH 2023 
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APRIL 

APRIL 18 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Evelyn Samson  
Co-Hosts: Karen Basel, Linda Bledsoe, Carol Bowdoin, Debbie Boyce, 
Jeannine Brickey, Barb Crader, Gail Cummins, Jane Davis, Thalia 
Irvin, Nancy Kaiser, Kris Leech, Alice Longfellow, Pat Roberts, Jatha 
Sadowski, Judy Schepers, Judy Schneider, Susan Stork, Ronda 
Thompson, Claire West, Marsha Wilson 

Program: “Garden Party Preparation” 
Presenter: Linda Oligschlaeger and Marcia Reed 
Linda and Marcia, co-chairs of the inaugural Bittersweet Garden 
Party, will provide important information and conduct a Q & A 
session on the upcoming event. Everyone will have a role to ensure 
the success of the event. 

APRIL 28 (SUNDAY)  
Bittersweet Garden Party—A Bloomin’ Good Time! 

For our annual fundraiser, Bittersweet will host its inaugural 
Garden Party, a community event to celebrate spring. The party will 
include a delectable brunch and garden-inspired cocktails. Our 
speaker will be Kerry Meyer, who will introduce the new Proven 
Winner plant varieties for 2024. The festivities will include a variety 
of vendors, live music, local artists, gardening demonstrations, and 
fun photo opportunities. It will be a “fun” fundraiser for everyone! 

CHARLESTON DOGWOOD AND AZALEA FESTIVAL—APRIL 2023 
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MAY 3 (FRIDAY) 
Amish Community Tour 
Spend the day with us in the heart of the Amish Community learning 
about their culture. We will see a hydroponic lettuce growing operation 
and learn about eco-friendly bio-furnace heating. Our tour will include a 
visit to their school and church followed by a question and answer 
period and perhaps a ride in their buggy. All of this includes a special 
home-cooked meal prepared especially for us. Join us for this “share-a-
ride” trip as we explore the timeless traditions of the Amish. 

MAY 16 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Tracy Leonberger 
Co-Hosts:  Mari-Anne Antweiler, Barbara Brennaman, Jeanette de la 
Torre, Rita Esterly, Sherry Fitzpatrick, Brenda Hancock, Jacqueline 
Huhman, Millie Jones, Nancy Kaiser, Ann Lane, Kristi Rhoads, Sonya 
Ross, Jatha Sadowski, Evelyn Samson, Linda Samson, Judy Schepers, 
Niki Schulte, Jeanne Schwaller, Evie Starr, Donna Weiss 

Program: “Full Plate Farm – From Hobby to Career ” 
Presenter: Emily Towne  
Emily Towne is the owner of Full Plate Farm, a cut-flower farm and 
certified plant nursery, located in Russellville, Missouri. According to 
Emily, “I was in my fifties when I learned this [cut flowers] could be a 
career.” Emily will share her journey from dabbling in flowers and 
farming to a career in growing specialty cut flowers and perennial 
nursery stock. 

MAY 

IRIS TOUR—MAY 2023 
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JUNE 

JUNE 8 (SATURDAY) 
Upside Down Garden Tour  
Enjoy a sampling of five of our own Bittersweet members’ gardens. 
Share your gardening talent or just enjoy the comradery of fellow 
members while viewing the gardens. Gardens might be complete or a 
work in progress and in need of a few helpful hints or suggestions. 

JUNE 10-15 (Monday-Saturday) 
Louisville, Kentucky & Nashville, Tennessee 
Plans are still being finalized, but get prepared for our 6-day 
adventurous trip through the mid-eastern states. We will begin with a 
drive to Louisville, Kentucky (Bourbon City and home of the Kentucky 
Derby at Churchill Downs). After spending a full day exploring their 
Museum and taking in a few races (where every day is derby day), we 
will explore a bit more of what Louisville has to offer. Then we will drop 
down a bit and explore different sites in Nashville, Tennessee and 
partake in a show at the Grand Ole Opry. Get your boots shined up for 
you’ll surely want to wear them sometime during this trip!!  

JUNE 20 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Niki Schulte 
Co-Hosts: Karen Basel, Rita Christgen, Barb Crader, Jane 
Davis, Jeanette de la Torre, Rita Esterly, Sherry Fitzpatrick, Cathy 
Hall, Alice Hansen, Sandy Hiatte, Merrilee Holzhauser, Tracy 
Leonberger, Rosella Reinkemeyer, Kristi Rhoads, Sheila Scott, Ronda 
Thompson, Cris West, Marcia Willing, Marsha Wilson 

Program: “Growing Vegetables in Tight Spaces” 

Presenter: Carl Olson 
Carl Olson, President of Show Me Iris Society, has shared his love and 
extensive knowledge of iris with Bittersweet in the past. This program 
will explore another of his passions, Grow Boxes. Carl will share what he 
has learned over the past 10 years to maximize production of a wide 
variety of vegetables even in situations where you have limited space. 

SHARE-YOUR-GARDEN TOUR—JUNE 2023 
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JULY 

JULY 18 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  
Host: Cathy Hall 
Co-Hosts: Karen Basel, Linda Bledsoe, Barbara Brennaman, Lee Bunch,  
Sharon Burnett, Jeanette de la Torre, Rita Esterly, Jacki Johnson, Millie 
Jones, Nancy Kaiser, Tracy Leonberger, Linda Oligschlaeger, Sharon 
Pennington, Kristi Rhoads, Jatha Sadowski, Evelyn Samson, Linda 
Samson, Jan Schwaller, Jenelle Schwieterman, Claire West  

Program: “Ask an Expert” 
Presenters: Gail Cummins, Alice Hansen, Kris Leech, and  

 Jan Schwaller 
Bittersweet members, Gail, Alice, Kris, and Jan have a combined 
wealth of gardening information to share. Members will have an 
opportunity to submit questions to this expert panel of gardeners 
for advice, tips and encouragement on tackling our most pressing 
garden questions. 

JULY 25 (Thursday) 
Hostas on the Bluff—Fairview Heights, Illinois 
We will board a bus for a day trip to visit “Hostas on the Bluff” in 
Fairview Heights, where we will tour the display garden and farm, and 
enjoy a short talk about hostas. From there we will take a short drive to 
Eckert’s Orchard in Belleville. The orchards consist of apple and peach 
trees, strawberries, blackberries and other fresh fruit and vegetables.  
Lunch will be on your own at Eckert’s. Choose the store, cider shed, 
bakery, deli, restaurant or a doughnut/custard shop.  

SINQUEFIELD RESERVE—JULY 2023 
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AUGUST 

AUGUST 8 (THURSDAY) 
Amazing Graze Charcuterie Board Demo at Bone’s 
While enjoying a glass of wine or other favorite drink at Bones 
Restaurant and Lounge, Amazing Graze, a local catering company, 
will be demonstrating the art of creating an elegant charcuterie 
board fit for any party. When finished, we will enjoy samplings from 
the board just created while having a Q & A with them.  

AUGUST 15 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  
Host: Marge Talken 
Co-Hosts: Mari-Anne Antweiler, Cass Bates, Linda Block, Marla 
Clark, Gail Cummins, Marilyn Curtit, Jane Davis, Sandy Hiatte, Thalia 
Irvin, Kris Leech, Alice Longfellow, Barb Miltenberger, Naydene 
Quisling, Pat Roberts, Judy Schepers, Jan Schwaller, Grace Tipton, Sue 
Tipton, Cris West, Marcia Willing  

Program: “Going Native...Lessons Learned” 
Presenter: Jane Haslag 
Jane completed the Master Pollinator Steward program through the 
University of Missouri Extension Center in 2021 and completed her 
Master Naturalist training in 2022. She is a member of the Missouri 
Prairie Foundation Board of Directors. As Jane and her husband worked 
to restore their property to its native state, her research and personal 
observations were both enlightening and alarming. Join in Jane’s 
journey as she shares data on the state of our ecosystem, see examples 
of changes made to their yard, what natives have the most impact and 
how adding native plants to your yard can bring it to life!  

RENEE’S TEA ROOM—AUGUST 2023 
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SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 19 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Linda Bledsoe 
Co-Hosts: Debbie Boyce, Barbara Brennaman, Lee Bunch, Marla 
Clark, Sherry Fitzpatrick, Ginni Griffen, Merrilee Holzhauser, Jacki 
Johnson, Stacy Landwehr, Ann Lane, Kathy Laur, Tracy Leonberger,  
Linda Oligschlaeger, Naydene Quisling, Niki Schulte, Sue Scott, Evie 
Starr, Claire West  

Program: “Flower Arranging” 
Presenter: Jeanne Schwaller  

Jeanne was an accredited Flower Show Judge. She holds a Ph. D. in 
horticulture and has taught flower shop management. She will explain 
and demonstrate methods of crafting floral designs exclusively from 
the plant materials in your garden. The program will emphasize the 
mechanics of design and the difference between a bouquet from a 
floral shop and a sophisticated design as required by flower shows.  

SEPTEMBER 26-27 (Thursday-Friday) 
Crystal Bridges—Bentonville, Arkansas 
Enjoy SW Missouri and NW Arkansas’s natural beauty, compelling 
history, world-class museums, local shopping and more! We’ll travel 
to Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Bentonville, where 
members may choose from various tours. Then we’re off to 
Bentonville Square where we can choose between Walton Museum, 
the 21c Hotel Museum or Compton Gardens, before checking into 
the hotel and having dinner. On the way home we will stop at 
George Washington Carver National Museum and lunch in 
Springfield, with shopping at Wickman Gardens.  

CENTRAL DISTRICT MEETING—SEPTEMBER 2023 
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OCTOBER 

OCTOBER 17 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Sandy Hiatte 
Co-Hosts: Heather Brown, Rita Christgen, Marla Clark, Alice 
Hansen, Jacqueline Huhman, Millie Jones, Stacy Landwehr, Ann 
Lane, Kathy Laur, Kris Leech, Nelly McKay, Naydene Quisling, Rosella 
Reinkemeyer, Jan Schwaller, Jeanne Schwaller, Sue Scott, Susan 
Stork, Marge Talken, Claire West  

Program: “Junkyard Trash to Garden Treasure ” 
Presenter: Brenda Jones 

focus 

Food Bank Collection—Members are asked to bring non-perishable 
food items or monetary donations for the Samaritan Center Food Bank. 
Any checks should be made payable to the Samaritan Center. 

OCTOBER 24 (Thursday) 
Missouri State Penitentiary Tour and Prison Brews Lunch 

will 

WEST BOTTOMS IN KANSAS CITY & OVERLAND PARK ARBORETUM—OCTOBER 2023 
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NOVEMBER 

NOVEMBER 21 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Linda Block 

Program: “Water Gardens and Dry Creek Beds in the Landscape” 
Presenter: Alice Longfellow  
Founder and previous owner of Longfellow’s Garden Center, fellow 
Bittersweetie Alice Longfellow’s love for gardening continues 
through her new ventures with garden writings, podcast and radio 
show, and garden tours. With years of experience solving landscape 
problems, Alice is no stranger to water gardens and creek beds. She 
will share her expertise in incorporating those features into existing 
landscape and choosing the best plants to use.  

Rewards Night: This month, members will turn in their Bittersweet 
Rewards sheets and we’ll enjoy a catered Rewards Dinner to 
celebrate a productive Bittersweet year. Following dinner, drawings 
for prizes, based on the number of rewards the member has earned, 
will be awarded.  

NOVEMBER—DATE & SHOW TBD 
A Special Day at the Fabulous Fox Theater 

Sit back with your beverage of choice you’ve brought along for the ride, 
and visit with friends on this motor coach day-trip to the Fabulous Fox 
Theatre in St. Louis. Enjoy a wonderful lunch in our own private dining 
room before we immerse ourselves in a captivating show (specific show 
will be determined when the schedule comes out early spring 2024). On 
the way home, we may even make time for a quick surprise stop 
somewhere!   

NEEDLE FELTING AT THE ART GALLERY-STUDIO—NOVEMBER 2023 
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DECEMBER 

DECEMBER 5 (Thursday) 
Independence, Missouri 

DECEMBER 19 (Thursday) MONTHLY MEETING 
Social 6:00 p.m. · Program 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Center for Soy Innovation · 734 S Country Club Dr, JC  

Host: Tina Spillers 
Co-Hosts: Mari-Anne Antweiler, Cass Bates, Lee Bunch, April Burger 
Sharon Burnett, Barb Crader, Marilyn Curtit, Brenda Hancock, 
Jacqueline Huhman, Stacy Landwehr, Kathy Laur, Alice Longfellow, Nelly 
McKay, Barb Miltenberger, Linda Oligschlaeger, Pat Roberts, Sonya Ross 
Sue Scott, Evie Starr, Ronda Thompson, Marcia Willing  

Program: “Merry Christmas!” Dinner & (optional) Gift Exchange 
Presenter: Linda Oligschlaeger 

 

DECEMBER MEETING 2022 
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Federated Garden Clubs of Missouri 

2024 State Activities Calendar 
And Other Dates of Interest 

January  
 *20  Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl posters to FGCM Chair** 
28-Feb 26 Missouri Botanical Garden Orchid Show  
 *31 Deadline: The Garden Forum Spring Issue (April-June) 

February 
 *1 Deadline: Presidents’ reports to District Director FGCM Club 

Ratings Chair 
 *1 Deadline: Club Yearbooks due to District Director, District Awards 

Chair, FGCM President, & FGCM Club Programs Chair** 
 *1 Deadline: Scholarship Applications to FGCM Scholarship Chair** 

March 
 18-21 Environmental School Course 1 via Zoom 
 21 Bird Appreciation Day 

April 
 4 Central District Spring Meeting · Jefferson City, MO 
 *5 Missouri Arbor Day (1st Friday of April)  
 26 National Arbor Day (last Friday of April) 
 28 Bittersweet Garden Party 
 *30 Deadline: The Garden Forum Summer Issue (July-September) 

May 
 6-9 FGCM State Convention · Columbia, MO 

June 
 NGC Convention · Westminster, CO 

 *2-8 National Garden Week (1st full week in June) 
 24-25 NGC Design Type Workshop Series · St. Louis, MO 

July 
 *31 Deadline for The Garden Forum Fall Issue (October-December) 

August 
 *15 Deadline: Bird Sanctuary and Bluebird Trail Applications due to 

District Chair** 
 *14 FGCM Day at Missouri State Fair (Wednesday of 1st full week) 
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2024 FGCM Calendar Continued 

September 
 5 Central District Fall Meeting · Centralia, MO  
 15 Deadline: Butterfly/Hummingbird Application to FGCM Chair* 
 19  NGC Fall Board Meeting · St. Louis, MO 

October 
 17-19 Central Region Annual Convention · O’Fallon, IL 
 31 Dues to District and FGCM Treasurer** 
 31 Club Roster to Dist. Director, FGCM Treasurer, FGCM 

Membership Chair and The Garden Forum Circulation 
Manager ** 

 31 Youth Contest Entries to District Youth Chair 
 *31 Deadline for The Garden Forum Winter issue (January-March) 

November 
 10-12 FGCM Fall Board Meeting · St. Louis, MO 
 *30 Deadline: Project Award Applications to State Chair** 
 30 Books of Evidence to Designated Awards Chairs ** 
 *30 Following Award Applications due to assigned chair: 

•   Flower Show Book of Evidence to FGCM chair** 
•   Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Posters due to District chair** 

 December 
 *20 Deadline: Garden Club Award of Honor Applications to FGCM 

Chair** 
 *20 Deadline: Holiday Flower Show Books of Evidence FGCM Chair**  
 
 *  Indicates the same dates every year 
 ** Contact information is in back of The Garden Forum 

Gardening simply does not allow one to 
be mentally old because too many 

hopes and dreams are yet to be realized. 
~Allan Armitage 
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 BITTERSWEET GARDEN CLUB BYLAWS 

Amended and Approved September 21, 2023 

Article I - Name 
The name of this organization shall be Bittersweet Garden Club. 

Article II - Objectives 
The objectives of this club shall be: To study the basic art of gardening; to 
promote interest and knowledge of horticulture, gardening and civic 
beautification; to encourage conservation of our natural resources; and to 
cooperate with other clubs and agencies which have interest in horticulture 
and conservation. 

Article III - Standing Rules 

The business of the club shall be conducted in accordance with the 
Standing Rules as adopted by the membership. Adoption requires a 
two-thirds (2/3) majority of the members voting. 

Article IV - Membership 
Section 1. The membership shall be limited to 80 members. Exceptions to the 

limit shall be homeowners whose garden will be on tour during the 
upcoming season.  

Section 2. To be a member in good standing, (s)he must have a desire to 
further the interest of horticulture and conservation, take an active 
interest in the club, and be current with club dues. 

Section 3. Membership is granted when an applicant pays dues. 

Article V - Dues 
Section 1. The fiscal year of the club shall be from January 1 through 

December 31 of the same year. 

Section 2. Annual dues shall include district, state, and national dues. 

Section 3. Annual dues are payable to the club Treasurer prior to October 1 
of each year. Members failing to remit by October 1 shall be notified that 
they are delinquent. If dues are not paid by October 15, membership will 
be forfeited. 

Article VI - Officers 
Section 1. The officers of this club shall be: President, Vice President of 

Programs, Vice President of Activities, Secretary, and Treasurer. These 
officers shall constitute the Executive Board. 

Section 2. The President shall preside at all meetings, call special meetings, 
appoint necessary chairpersons, and carry out all duties which pertain to 
this office. 

Section 3. The Vice President of Programs shall be chairperson of the 
Program Committee and shall perform the duties of the President in his/
her absence. 

Section 4.  The Vice President of Activities shall be chairperson of the Activity 
Committee and shall perform the duties of the Vice President of 
Programs in his/her absence. 
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 Section 6. The Secretary shall keep minutes of meetings, both special and 
regular, and shall take care of all correspondence.  

Section 7. The Treasurer shall collect all dues for membership and shall pay 
all bills. By October 25, (s)he shall mail all required dues to the state and 
district Treasurers. 

Section 8.  In the case of an officer vacancy, the Executive Board may appoint 
a replacement.  

Article VII - Meetings 
Section 1. Regular meetings of this club shall be held on the third Thursday of 

each month unless otherwise scheduled by the President. 

Section 2. Where necessary, Roberts’ Rules of Order, Revised shall govern the 
club. 

Section 3. Special meetings may be called by the President upon reasonable 
notice given to all members.  

Section 4. Each member present and in good standing shall have one vote. 

Section 5. The regular meeting in September shall be known as the Annual 
Meeting and shall be for the purpose of electing officers. 

Section 6. Installation of officers shall be held at the regular meeting in 
January. Officers shall take office following their installation. 

Section 7. Any motions presented at meetings shall be determined by a 
simple majority of the members voting. 

Article VIII - Committees 
Project and standing committee members for the following year shall be 
solicited beginning in September of the current year. The President may 
establish additional committees. 

Article IX - Dissolution 
Section 1. The Bittersweet Garden Club shall remain a non-profit organization 

under the 501(c)(3) status in accordance with the Internal Revenue Code. 

Section 2. In the event of dissolution of this club, and after payment of all 
bills, the assets shall be transferred to a local non-profit organization 
whose purpose is to further the interest of horticulture and conservation. 
The allocation of funds will be determined by the current membership at 
the time of dissolution.  

Article X - Amendments to Bylaws 
These bylaws may be amended at any regular business meeting of the club, 
provided the amendment(s) have been submitted and read at the previous 
regular business meeting. Amendment passage requires a two-thirds (2/3) 
majority of the members voting, providing the number of voting members 
constitutes a quorum. A quorum is defined as a simple majority of the current 
membership. 
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Bittersweet Garden Club Projects 

  
President’s Project 

Coordinate the planning of the 
inaugural Bittersweet Garden 
Party, a community event which 
will serve as the annual 
fundraiser. 
Location:  2425 Industrial Drive · 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
Co-chairs:  Linda Oligschlaeger and 

Marcia Reed 
Committee: All Bittersweet 

Members 

Food Bank Donation 
Members bring nonperishable 
food or monetary donations to 
the October meeting. Members 
deliver the donations to the 
Samaritan Center in Jefferson City 
to help meet the needs in our 
community. 
Location:  1310 East McCarty 

Street Jefferson City, Missouri 
Chair:  Tina Spillers   
Committee:  Jeannine Brickey, 

Ginni Griffen, Rosella 
Reinkemeyer, Sonya Ross 

Civic Beautification—Memorial 
Park Garden 

Coordinate club activities 
pertaining to civic beautification 
with the primary emphasis being 
on the entrance garden at 
Memorial Park. All members 
participate in the planting and 
maintenance of the garden 
throughout the growing season. 

 Location:  111 Memorial Park 
Drive · Jefferson City, Missouri 

Co-chairs:  Sherry Fitzpatrick and 
Ann Lane 

Committee: All Bittersweet 
Members 

Garden-of-the-Season 
In coordination with Central 
Missouri Master Gardeners, 
members identify outstanding 
gardens in the Jefferson City area. 
Each season the committee will 
highlight one or more gardens 
based on identified themes. The 
selected garden(s) will be 
recognized with a feature article 
in the local newspaper and a sign 
in the homeowner’s front yard. 
Location: Gardens within a 10-mile 

radius of Jefferson City, Missouri 
Co-chairs:  Barb Miltenberger, 

Jeanette de la Torre 
Committee:  Linda Bledsoe, 

Heather Brown, Rita Christgen, 
Rosie Chruma, Shelley Chruma, 
Sheila Scott, Amanda Simpson, 
Jennifer Urich, Claire West, 
Marcia Willing 

Garden Therapy 
Provide hands-on crafts and 
gardening workshops to residents 
in senior living communities to aid 
in improving social, psychological, 
and physical well-being.  
Location:  Senior Communities in 

Jefferson City, Missouri and the 
surrounding areas 

Chair:  Cathy Hall 
Committee:  Karen Basel, Linda 

Block, Barbara Brennaman, Lee 
Bunch, Marla Clark, Barb 
Crader, Gail Cummins, Marilyn 
Curtit, Sherry Fitzpatrick, Brenda 
Hancock, Millie Jones, Nancy 
Kaiser, Chris Krautmann, Kathy 
Laur, Nelly McKay, Pat Roberts, 
Evelyn Samson, Linda Samson, 
Jan Schwaller, Tina Spillers, 
Susan Stork, Donna Weiss, 
Marsha Wilson 

“Plant America: Share the Beauty” 
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Gardening Resource Project 
Review and select a gardening 
book to be presented to the 
Missouri River Regional Library, 
thus providing a gardening 
resource available to the entire 
community.  
Location:  214 Adams Street · 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
Chair:  Jan Schwaller 

4-H Gardening Project 
Review projects and present 
financial awards to area 4-H 
members, allowing continued 
education and providing help with 
project expenses. 
Location:  Cole County and eligible 

surrounding Missouri counties 
Chair:  Tina Spillers 

Scholarships 
Distribute information to area 
schools, review applications, and 
present scholarships to selected 
recipients. Scholarships are made 
available to area students who 
meet established criteria and who 
plan to further their studies in the 
area of horticulture, agriculture, 
conservation, forestry, and/or 
fishes and wildlife.  
Location:  Cole County and eligible 

surrounding Missouri counties 
Chair:  Amanda Simpson 
Committee:  Shirley Gassen, 

Jeanne Schwaller, Jenelle 
Schwieterman, Claire West 

World Gardening/Disaster 
Relief 

Coordinate support for gardening 
projects outside the United 
States. Help with natural disaster 
recovery efforts in Missouri. 
Location:  Location determined 

annually based on need 
Chair: Jeanne Schwaller   

Teacher Grants 
Distribute grant information to 
area teachers, review 
applications, select and award 
grants to recipients. The grant is 
designed to support K-12 
teachers in implementing 
innovative projects that enhance 
students' understanding of 
horticulture, agriculture, 
environmental science, ecology, 
and natural resources.  
Location:  Cole County and eligible 

surrounding Missouri counties 
Chair:  Ann Lane 
Committee:  Jacki Johnson, Tracy 

Leonberger, Barb Miltenberger, 
Kristi Rhoads, Ronda Thompson, 
and Marsha Wilson 

Youth Poetry Contest 
Students in grades K-9 are eligible 
to enter an original poem in a 
poetry contest. Bittersweet 
Garden Club awards local winners 
a certificate and a cash prize. 
FGCM awards a cash prize to the 
state winner and NGC provides a 
Certificate of Commendation for 
the winners. Bittersweet 
members distribute information 
to area schools, review entries, 
select local winners, and forward 
entries to FGCM. 
Location:  Cole County and eligible 

surrounding Missouri counties 
Chair:  Sharon Burnett 
Committee:  Karen Basel, Lee 

Bunch, Shirley Gassen, Sharon 
Pennington 
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Additional Committees 

      Committees meet as needed to accomplish their goals. Chairs are 
responsible for calling committee meetings and for providing 
committee reports at monthly meetings.  

 

Activities 
Determine and arrange field trips 
and other club activities. 
Chair: Cris West 
Committee: Linda Block, Sharon 

Burnett, Sherry Fitzpatrick, Ginni 
Griffin, Alice Hansen, Jatha 
Sadowski, Evelyn Samson, Tina 
Spillers, Marge Talken, Grace 
Tipton, Sue Tipton 

Audit 
Conduct an annual audit of the 
club’s accounts and present a 
report at the January meeting. 
Chair:  Nancy Kaiser 

Rewards 
Prepare and tabulate Bittersweet 
Awards Tally Form, arrange for 
catered dinner, purchase and 
present member awards. 
Chair: Linda Oligschlaeger 
Committee: Jatha Sadowski, Cris 

West, April Burger, Nancy Kaiser 

Budget 
Prepare and submit an annual 
proposed budget for approval by 
the membership. 
Chair:  Linda Oligschlaeger 
Committee: Board Members 

Bylaws & Standing Rules 
Review bylaws standing rules and 
proposes recommended changes 
to membership for a vote. 
Chair:  Marcia Reed 
Committee: Lee Bunch, Rita 

Esterly, Brenda Hancock, Alice 
Hansen, Ann Lane, Barb 
Miltenberger, Tina Spillers 

FGCM Delegates 
Attend district meetings, identify 
and apply for pertinent awards and 
grants. 
Chair: Jeannine Brickey 
Committee

 

Garden Selection 
Identify gardens to be included on 
the next garden tour. 
Chair: Alice Longfellow 
Committee

 

History 
Maintain the current and historical 
club membership database and 
garden tour history. 
 Chair:  Marcia Reed 

Hospitality 
Coordinate monthly meeting hosts 
and arrange for necessary supplies 
to be available. 
Co-chairs: Sharon Burnett 
 Judy Schepers 

Photography 
Document each meeting and 
activity with photos.  
Chair: Marcia Reed 

Programs 
Determine and arrange programs 
and speakers for monthly 
meetings. 
Chair:  Jatha Sadowski 
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Prepare articles for the News 
Tribune and place regular posts for 
Facebook and other social media.  
Co-chairs: Sandy Hiatte 
 Marcia Reed 

 

Upside Down Garden Tour 
Plan tours of at least five members’ 
gardens throughout the gardening 
season and communicate the tour 
information to the members. 
Chair: Tina Spillers 
Committee: Cass Bates, Rosie 

Chruma, Shelley Chruma, Ginni 
Griffen, Alice Hansen, Merrilee 
Holzhauser, Rosella 
Reinkemeyer, Pat Roberts, Susan 
Stork, Marge Talken, Jennifer 
Urich 

Sunshine 
Send cards to hospitalized 
members and send memorials to 
members who have a death in 
their immediate family. 
 Chair:  Jane Davis 

Website 
Maintain the website and 
Facebook pages. Post and update 
program and event information, as 
well as photos from activities and 
meetings. 
Chair:  Marcia Reed 
Committee: Marge Talken 

Yearbook 
Design and prepare yearbook, 
facilitate printing and distribution. 
Chair: Marcia Reed 



24  

2024 Perennial Plant of the Year 

Phlox paniculata ‘Jeana’  

Common Name: Garden Phlox  

Zone: 4 to 8 
Height: 3 to 5 feet 
Spread: 2 to 4 feet 
Bloom Time: July to September 
Bloom Color: Lavender-Pink  

Sun: Full sun to part shade 
Water: Medium 
Maintenance: Medium  
Tolerates: Deer, Clay Soil, Black 

Walnut  

 Phlox paniculata ‘Jeana’ is an exceptional garden phlox known for its 
mildew-free foliage and impressive flowers held on tall and sturdy stems 
from midsummer to early fall. Its long bloom season makes ‘Jeana‘ an 
excellent bridging plant between early and later flowering perennials. 
Hummingbirds, butterflies, and other pollinators are attracted to the 
nectar-rich flowers. ‘Jeana’ was discovered by Jeana Prewitt along the 
Harpeth River near Nashville, Tennessee.  

~Callie Kirkegaard, Perennial Plant Association, July 2023 

http://www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html
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Past Perennial Plants of the Year 

 The Perennial Plant of the Year® program began in 1990 to 
showcase a perennial that is suitable for a wide range of growing 
climates, requires low maintenance, has multiple-season interest, 
and is relatively pest/disease-free.  

2023 Rudbeckia ‘American Gold Rush’ - Black-eyed Susan 
2022 Schizachyrium scoparium (and cultivars) - Little Bluestem 
2021 Calamintha nepeta subsp. Nepeta - calamint 
2020 Aralia cordata ‘Sun King’ - Japanese spikenard 
2019 Stachys monieri ‘Hummelo’ - betony 
2018 Allium ‘Millenium‘ - ornamental onion  
2017 Asclepias tuberosa - butterfly weed 
2016 Anemone ‘Honorine Jobert’ - windflower 
2015 Geranium x cantabrigiense ‘Biokovo’ - hardy geranium 
2014 Panicum virgatum ‘Northwind’ - switch grass 
2013 Polygonatum odoratum - variegated Solomon’s Seal 
2012 Brunnera macrophylla ‘Jack Frost’ - Siberian bugloss  
2011 Amsonia hubrichtii - Arkansas Blue Star 
2010 Baptisia australis - blue false indigo 
2009  Hakonechloa macra ‘Aureola' - Japanese forest grass 
2008 Geranium ‘Rozanne’ - cranesbill  
2007  Nepeta ‘Walker’s Low’ - catmint 
2006  Dianthus gratianopolitanus ‘Feuerhexe’ (Firewitch) - pinks 
2005  Helleborus x hybridus - Lenten rose 
2004  Athyrium niponicum 'Pictum' - Japanese painted fern 
2003  Leucanthemum 'Becky' - shasta daisy 
2002  Phlox 'David' - garden phlox 
2001  Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Karl Foerster' - feather reed grass 
2000  Scabiosa columbaria 'Butterfly Blue' - pincushion flower 
1999  Rudbeckia fulgida var. sullivantii 'Goldsturm' - black-eyed Susan 
1998  Echinacea purpurea 'Magnus' - purple coneflower 
1997 Salvia 'Mainacht' (May Night) - wood sage 
1996  Penstemon digitalis 'Husker Red' - beardtongue 
1995 Perovskia atriplicifolia - Russian sage 
1994  Astilbe 'Sprite' - astilbe 
1993  Veronica 'Sunny Border Blue' - speedwell 
1992  Coreopsis verticillata 'Moonbeam' - threadleaf coreopsis  
1991  Heuchera micrantha 'Palace Purple' - coral bells 
1990  Phlox stolonifera - creeping phlox 
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Membership Directory 

 

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION—AUGUST 17, 2023 
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GARDEN THERAPY WORKSHOPS 

TRIP TO THE OZARKS—MAY 2023 


