
2016 BITTERSWEET GARDEN TOUR 
Garden Descriptions 

 

“Blank Canvas to Lush Garden” 
 In only four years this once-neglected yard has been transformed into a well-designed 
four-season garden filled with an abundance of natives, evergreens, and tropicals.  Huge boulders 
and a flagstone path leads visitors by sun and shade beds overflowing with colorful annuals and 
perennials which attract birds, bees, and butterflies. Shady seating areas invite visitors to linger 
a while. 

"Rebirth of a 20-Year-Old Garden" 
Entering through an arbor, visitors encounter a delightful mixture of annuals and 

perennials in both new and established beds.  A meandering dry creek bed with a charming 
bridge is an invitation to explore a garden transformed to address challenges of shade, slope, and 
damaged lawn and trees. The trickling of a fountain beckons you to relax on the patio while 
enjoying garden art and sunny plantings.  

 “Shaded Serenity” 
Seamlessly blending formal plantings with a woodland setting is what this garden is all 

about. The front yard sets the stage, then pathways lead you to the back yard where you will 
enjoy shade gardens lovingly tended for over 40 years. Well-placed garden art helps achieve the 
serene calm of this garden. 

 “Into the Woods” 
Into the woods...to discover a hidden garden of whimsy and flight at home among the 

bountiful coral bells, hostas, roses and more. Feathering the nest is an abundance of birdhouses 
including two homing pigeon lofts.  

 “Serene Retreat” 
Visitors are welcomed by a grand old oak in the front circle. Boxwoods and 

astilbes compliment and surround a brick patio and path leading into the magnificent back 
garden. Water cascades down mossy rocks into a pool filled with water lilies and brightly-colored 
fish. Forty-year-old rhododendrons hug the home producing spectacular color.  

 “Shady Backyard Retreat” 
Upon entering this well-manicured shady yard, you first notice a decorative shed with 

window boxes loaded with annuals. Perennials mingle with the annuals creating a blast of 
color.  Containers and garden art add to the beauty of the garden. The inviting deck is an 
extension of her home...her retreat.  


